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December 10, 2002 

Via Facsimile only 703. 746. 7238 

Examiner Tonia T._ Meonske 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Re: Proposed Agenda 

Our Reference No. 10981963-1 
USAN 09/430,192 
Filed: October 29, 1.999 ' 
Inventors): Michael B. Raynham et al. 



Dear Examiner Meonske, 



I endeavor to provide you an admittedly informal proposed agenda for a phone 

ZZ^T t- A f ° r , °? 2 °f at 2:00 PM ' y0Ur time ' -Hardin" Application So 
09/430,192. Th ls Application has been finally rejected, and I generally want to try to 

\ H I' ^ V Yf y t0 pfOCeed » a P° sitive fas Won towards allowabk 
claims, whether Applicant should embark on an. appeal, or whether my opinion that there 
is definitely ^allowable subject matter in this case is unsupportable. Such questions being 
as complicated as they are, I would specifically like to discuss the following points: 

1 l° m reje .S i0n f daim 6 ' 0n page 2 of the most office action, you state 

ha the reference "Page" teaches "providing a sin^-IC subsystem controller," adding 
fliat the microprocessor, the dynamic RAM, static RAM, frequency synthesizer, and 
parallel expansion port work together to control the Xilinx 3195 Field Programmable 
Gate Array. Uearly, the microprocessor, the dynamic RAM, and other components that 
you mention are discrete components, and do not constitute an integrated circuit. Pace 
explicitly states that the system is a "board-level system." Moreover, the Field 
Programmable Array 1S a logic device that is programmed to execute algorithmic 
routines. It is not controlled, in the sense that an LED is controller by I system 
controller, and is most certainly not controlled by the listed components. However, 
perhaps I am missing something here? 
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Examiner Tenia L. Meonske 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 



ctaun ! an mtegrated-circuit implementation 71 SE. T* Pted t0 daim > « 

circun IS much diffei P t °^ °f Intern controller. An integrated 

o (he case law and legal principles that I hfvc?on2 ^ ,^ Com P°^- According 
implementation, whether or no theTrmt^ ' 1 ' C ^ ming m 
elsewhere, cUun* something distinct a^Xn'T"' °T * ^ P reambl « * 
be interconnected to perform a simUaTfurSj " f ^T^^ ^^nts that might 
circuit The tern, "integrated circuit doe, not ? **■ * *e integral 

the intended use of a stn^aTth "T ^ PlUP ° Se ° f * * 
term exactly defines into what form 4c clZS ? C% is b ™& ™* 
to belaboring this point, I tSS? °° mbined - H <™ver, rather 

-jo each claim element, if yJS^^TS?" 

element X implemented in the Jocic of Z ! ? f'flerence, perhaps in the form 

such modifications, ^^^^Z^SSL WCuit * would like to «p£ 

10 ie ^ a * arguments in an appeal brief. 

TTie phrii C w2 otp^y Sln^^iSSSf ° f k pbraSe "^system controUer." 
.thecomputer-hardware^art, 1^1^ 

to claim is an mte^ed-circuit 
both bard-wired and P ro&Zm^%\T^ B ™ T 8 *^ ^ ** featUre * 
variety.of different subsyWTon^r W^, ^ ^ f ° f ^™*ting a 
discuss whether this i/ a clcepf I VO tnT S,milar - 1 Would to 

references, and whether youTreTe^ ^ ""^ t0 ^ <*ed 



Robert W. Bergstrom 
Registration No. 39,906 
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